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PREFACE 



This little book is intended to supply not so* much matter 
for controversy as a certain amount of information about the 
Orthodox Church. People in the West have too long for- 
gotten that enormous mass of their fellow Christians who live 
on the other side of the Adriatic Sea and the river Vistula, 
and now that Anglicans especially have begun to take an 
interest in what they look upon as another branch of the 
Church, it seems regrettable that English Catholics as a rule 
have only the vaguest and the most inaccurate ideas about the 
people whom they confuse under the absurd name of il Greeks.” 
During the late war one saw how widespread were such ideas 
as that the Russian clergy were under the Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople and said Mass in Greek. It is chiefly with the hope 
of rectifying such mistakes that the book has been written. 
There is nothing in it that has not been said often and better 
before, and the only excuse for its publication is that there does 
not seem to be yet anything of the kind from the Catholic point 
of view in English. As it is written for Catholics I have 
generally supposed that point of view and have not filled up the 
pages by repeating once more arguments for the Primacy, 
Infallibility of the Pope and so on, such as can be easily found 
already in the publications of the Catholic Truth Society. 

The complete titles of the works quoted will be found in 
the List of Books. M.P.L. and M.P.G. stand for Migne : 
Patrologta latina and grceca respectively. 

Two points need a word of explanation. The first is the 
spelling of Greek names. There is really no reason for 

V 
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writing Greek names down to about 1453 as if they were 
bad Latin and then suddenly transforming them into the 
semblance of worse Italian ; for making the same name, for 
instance, Hypsilantius if it occurs in the 9th century, and 
Ipsilanti when it comes again in the 19th. Undoubtedly the 
reasonable course would be to write them all out as they 
are, in our letters. But what is already a matter of course in 
Germany would seem intolerably pedantic in English. I began 
with some such idea. Then I found that it would lead to 
writing Gregorios , Konstantinos , even Athenai and Antiocheia . I 
have not the courage. So names that have an English (that is 
not Latin) form have been let alone — Gregory , John , Philip , 
Paul ; names whose Latin forms are known everywhere are 
written in Latin — AthanasiuSy Htraclius , Photius. Only in the 
case of less known names have I ventured to spell them in 
Greek rather than form any more sham Latin — Anthimos , 
Nektarios, Kyriakos . Sometimes the same name belongs to 
different people, and then it seems hopeless to try to be con- 
sistent. For instance, the present Orthodox Patriarch of 
Alexandria calls himself Photios , and I have left him so, in spite 
of his more famous namesake. Unless one goes the whole 
length and says that Iustinianos lived at Konstantinupolis, 
I do not know what else can be done. The Greek v is y and 
ov becomes u in any case. Of course this spelling is no sort 
of guide to the pronunciation. All the Greek words at any 
rate in this book should be pronounced as Modern Greek. 
The few Slav names that occur are not written according to 
any system at all, but are merely copied from various books 
in other languages that evidently follow different systems of 
transliteration. 

The other point is the use of the word Orthodox . Since the 
schism I have called the people in union with the Oecumenical 
Patriarch so. Of course the name then has a special and 
technical meaning. Orthodox in its real sense is just what we 
believe them not to be. But, in the first place, it seems 
impossible to find any other name. Eastern is too wide, the 
Copts and Armenians form Eastern Churches, Schismatic involves 
the same difficulty, besides being needlessly offensive. We do 
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not in ordinary conversation speak of Protestants as heretics. 
The name commonly used, Greek, is the worst of all. The only 
body that ever calls itself, or can with any sort of reason be 
called the Greek Church, is the Established Church of the 
kingdom of Greece ; and that is only one, and ^ very small one, 
of the sixteen bodies that make up this great Communion. To 
call the millions of Russians, who say their prayers in Old 
Slavonic and obey the Holy Synod at Petersburg, Greeks is as 
absurd as calling us all Italians. There is no parallel with our 
name Roman . We use the Roman liturgy in the Roman 
language and obey the Roman Patriarch. They use the 
Byzantine liturgy in all sorts of languages, and the enormous 
majority obey no Patriarch at all. Byzantine Orthodox would 
more or less correspond to Roman Catholic, but the Byzantine 
Patriarch has no jurisdiction outside his reduced Patriarchate 
and occupies a very different position from that of the Roman 
Pope. And then courteous and reasonable people generally 
call any religious body by the name it calls itself. We have no 
difficulty in speaking of Evangelicals in Germany, the Church 
of England at home, and the Salvation Army everywhere. Of 
course one conceives these names as written in inverted 
* commas, like those of the Holy Roman and the Celestial 
Empires. In the same way most people call us Catholics. 
Naturally all Christians believe that they are members of the 
Universal Church of Christ, and most of them profess their faith 
in it when they say the Creed. The way in which High 
Church Anglicans have suddenly realized this and have dis- 
covered that they would give away their own case by call- 
ing us Catholics is astonishingly naive. Of course they think 
that they are really Catholics too ; so do all Christians. And 
we never imagined that we are called so except as a technical 
name which happens to have become ours, and which even 
Turks (whom, by the way, it is polite to call True Believers) give 
only to us. The body about which this book treats always 
calls itself the Orthodox Eastern Church , and in the East we call 
them Orthodox and they call us Catholics (unless when they 
mean to be rude), and no one thinks for a moment that either 
uses these names except as technical terms. 
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This book was intended at first to contain accounts of the 
other Eastern Churches too. Want of space made that im- 
possible. It is proposed to make another volume some day de- 
scribing the Nestorians, Armenians, Jacobites, Copts, Abyssinians, 
and, above all, our shamefully neglected brothers the Uniates. 
I fear that, in the last part especially, the account of the 
Orthodox would not please them. I am sorry that the racial 
quarrels among them loom so large ; but it is true that these fill 
up nearly all their history during the last century. I have tried 
to write it all fairly, and have said what I think should be said 
in their excuse. In spite of this, in spite of the irony which is 
not mine but that of the circumstances, this little book has been 
written without any sort of rancour against and, I hope, with- 
out any want of due respect towards those great sees whose 
wonderful history and ancient traditions make them the most 
venerable part of the Christian world— except only that greater 
Western throne whose communion they have rejected. 

Jerusalem, Low Sunday (Kal. Greg.), 

Holy Cross Sunday (Kal.' I uL), 1907. 
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Any sort of complete bibliography of the questions touched 
upon in this book would be a very large undertaking. The 
following list contains most of the works that have been used 
or consulted for the various chapters. In any case I have 
quoted only one or two books on each subject, leaving out 
those that seem either out of date or less useful. The list may 
easily be expanded into a very large one, since the German 
books nearly all contain further bibliographies. 

CHAPTER I 

THE GREAT PATRIARCHATES 

The history of this development will be found in outline in 
any Church History. I have referred to J. Hergenrother : 
Handbuch der allgemeinen Kirchengeschichte (iv edition, ed. 
by J. P. Kirsch, Freiburg, Herder, 1902. Vols. i and ii) ; F. X. 
Kraus : Lehrbuch der Kirchengeschichte (Trier, Lintz, iv ed. 
1896), and L. Duchesne : Histoire ancienne de VfLglise (Paris, 
Fontemoing, 1906), i. The first chapter of L. Duchesne : 
Origines du Culte chretien (Paris, Fontemoing, ii ed. 1898) 
covers the same ground. Michael le Quien : Oriens christianus 
in IV patriarchates digestus (Paris, 1740) is the standard work 
for the history of the Eastern Patriarchates. Le Quien was a 
learned Dominican. In the three folio volumes of his work he 
traces the history of each province and diocese, and gives 
biographical notices of all the bishops known. The maps are 
also valuable. Now that enormously more is known about the 
Christian East the time has come for a new Oriens christianus 
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The Augustinians of the Assumption at Constantinople are 
projecting such a work. Meanwhile Le Quien is still the first 
source to consult for the history of any Eastern see. F. C. 
Burkitt : Early Eastern Christianity (London, Murray, 1904). 

CHAPTER II 

ROME AND THE EASTERN CHURCHES 

Collections of texts from the Fathers about the Roman 
Primacy form an indispensable part of every dogmatic treatise 
de Romano pontifice . From these the Greek Fathers may easily 
be picked out. H. Hurter, S.J. : Theologice dogmaticce compendium 
(ix ed. Innsbruck, 1896), vol. i, tract iii, p. 2, pp. 339-461 ; 
W. Wilmers, S.J. : De Christi Ecclesia (Regensburg, Pustet, 
1897), lib. ii, pp. 148-280 ; C. Pesch, S.J. : Prcelectiones dog- 
maticce (Freiburg, Herder, ii ed. 1898), vol. i, p. ii, sect. iv,art. ii, 
277-3 1 5, con tain long chains of such texts. The acts of 
councils will, of course, be found in Hardouin and Mansi ; the 
classical history of them is Hefele : Conciliengeschichte (Freiburg, 
Herder, 8 vols, 2nd ed. 1873, se Q-)- Lauchert : Die Kanones 
der wichtigsten altkirchlichen Concilien nebst den apostolischen 
Kanones (Freiburg, Mohr, 1896) is a useful little book (the texts 
are in the original languages) ; H. Denzinger : Enchiridion 
Symbolorum et Definitionum (xth ed. just published by Herder 
at Freiburg, 1906) is the collection which every one is supposed 
to have (there is great need of a rather more complete collec- 
tion of the same kind). The case against the Primacy in the 
first centuries has been put best in F. Maassen : Der Primal des 
Bischofs von Rom (Bonn, 1853), anc * Puller: Primitive Saints and 
the See of Rome (London, Longmans). Of the numberless works 
on our side, those of L. Rivington, especially The Primitive Church 
and the See of Peter (Longmans), are perhaps the best known in 
England. Two essays by F. X. Funk : Die Berufung der oku - 
menischen Synoden des Altertums and Die pdpstliche Bestdtigung 
der acht ersten allgemeinen Synoden (in his Kirchengeschichtliche 
Abhandlungen u . Untersuchungen, P. Paderborn, Schoningh, 
1897, vol. i) have been used in this chapter. 
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CHAPTER III 

FAITH AND LITURGIES BEFORE THE SCHISM 

Each article of Faith will be found discussed in its place in 
dogmatic text-books. Leo Allatius : De Ecclesice occidentalis 
aique orientalis perpetua consensione libri tres (Koln, 1648, 4to) is 
an apology of the Catholic view. Allatius (1586-1669) was a 
Uniate, student, then professor at the Greek College at Rome, 
and finally Vatican librarian. The standard book for the texts 
of liturgies is F. Brightman : Liturgies Eastern and Western f 
vol. i. Eastern Liturgies (Oxford, Clar. Press, 1896). See also 
L. Duchesne : Origines du culte chrctien (op. cit.) and F. Probst : 
Liturgie der drei ersten christlichen Jahrhunderte (Tubingen, 
1870), and Liturgie des vierten Jahrhunderts und deren Reform 
(Munster, 1893). E. Renaudot : Liturgiarum orientalium colledio 
(ed. ii, Frankfurt, 1847, 2 vols.) was the classical work till it 
was supplanted by Brightman. Prince Max of Saxony has 
published the lectures on Eastern rites that he held lately at 
Freiburg (Switzerland), in Latin (no place nor date). For other 
works on liturgy see chap, xiii below. J. Pargoire : Vkglise 
Byzantine de 527 a 847 (Paris, Lecoffre, 1905) discusses all the 
questions of rites, morals, art, history, theology, &c., during 
that period. For general Byzantine History see — 

Oman : The Byzantine Empire (London, 1892). 

Hertzberg : Gesch. der Byzantiner (Berlin, 1883). 

Bury : History of the later Roman Empire , 395-800 (London, 
1889. 2 vols.). 

Roth : Gesch . des Byzantinischen Reiches (Leipzig, 1904) is a 
useful compendium, and all M. Ch. Diehl's work (Justinien 
etla civilisation byzantineau VI Siecle , Paris, 1901 ; Theodora , 
Paris, 1904 ; Figures byzantines } Paris, 1906, &c.) is ad- 
mirable. 

K. Krumbacher : Geschichte der byzantinischen Litteratur (Munich, 
1897) contains notices of the lives and works of all 
Byzantine writers from Justinian I to the Turkish conquest 

(527-1453)- 

Marin : Les tnoines de Constantinople, 330-898 (Paris, Lecoffre, 
1897). 
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For Byzantine Art — 

C. Bayet : VArt byzantin (iii ed. Paris, Picard, 1904). 

C. Diehl : Etudes byzantines (Paris, Picard, 1905). 

Strzygowski : Orient oder Rom (Leipzig, 1901). 

Byzantinische Denkmdler (3 vols. Vienna, 1891-1903). 

F. X. Kraus : Gesch . der christlichen Kunst (Freiburg, Herder, 
vol. i, 1896). 

S. Beissel, S.J. : Altchristliche Kunst u. Liturgie in Italien (Herder, 
1899). 

Lethaby and Swainson : The Church of Sancla Sophia (London, 
Macmillan, 1894). 

Diehl : Etudes byzantines (< op . cit.), 2 and 3, gives a bibliography 
of the enormous number of works on the Byzantine ques- 
tion published during the last few years. 

CHAPTERS IV and V 

THE SCHISM OF PHOTIUS 

J. Hergenrother : Photius , Patriarch von Constantinopel 
(Regensburg, Manz, 1867) is, without question, the most ex- 
haustive work. The three large volumes contain not only a 
detailed account of Photius’s life and writings, but elaborate 
discussions of the remote causes of the schism, the schism of 
Cerularius and its effects, so that they cover nearly all the 
ground touched on by this book. A supplement gives a 
collection of inedited works of Photius. Kattenbusch de- 
scribes it in the German Protestant Realenzyklopddie as being 
“ without doubt the most learned work ” (xv, 375, iii ed.), 
and in his Konfessionskunde (i, 119), “admirable for its learn- 
ing and desire to be just.” All the documents relating to 
Cerularius’s schism are edited by C. Will : Acta et scripta 
quee de controversiis ecclesice grcecce et latince sceculo XI com - 
posita extant (Leipzig, 1861). Psellos’s History has been 
edited by C. Sathas in Methuen’s Byzantine Texts (1899). See 
also L. Brehier : Le Schisme oriental du XI siecle (Paris, Leroux, 
1899). A. Pichler : Gesch . der kirchl. Trennung zwischen dem 
Orient u. Occident (Munich, 1864-5. 2 vols.). Norden : Das 
Papsttum und Byzanz. (Berlin, 1903). 
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An interesting picture of the Orthodox point of view is 
A. Demetrakopoulos : 'loropia tov a^itrfxaTog rrjg Xartyucrjg (KicXrjfflag 
air 6 Trjg op0oS6(ov eXXrjvucijg (Leipzig, 1 867). The title sufficiently 
indicates its tendency. The author discusses the history from 
this point of view, beginning with St. Photius and ending with 
the pseudo-synod at Florence. A. Pellegrini : 'H kXXrjvucrj porn 
rfjg Kpmrrofiprjg (Syra, Freris, 1904). 



CHAPTER VI 

REUNION COUNCILS 

Ragey : Histoire de S. Anselme (Paris, 1889), ii, chap. 34 for 
Bari ; Kirsch-Hergenrother and Hefele (op. cit.) for all three 
councils. Pastor : Geschichte der Pdpste (Freiburg : Herder, 
1901), i, 303, seq. Creighton : History of the Papacy (Longmans, 
1899), ii, chap. 8, for Florence. For Bessarion, Vast : Le 
Cardinal Bessarion (Paris, 1878) ; Rocholl : Bessarion , eine 
Studie zur Geschichte der Renaissance (Leipzig, 1904). There is 
also a life of him by A. Sadov in Russian (Petersburg, 1883). 
There ought to be one in English. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE CRUSADES 

Bongars : Gesta Dei per Francos (Hannover, 1611) is the old 
standard work. Rohricht : Geschichte der Kreuzzuge im Utnriss 
(Innsbruck, 1898) is a very useful summary. See also C. R. 
Conder : The Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem (London, Pal. Expl. 
Fund, 1897). B. Kugler : Geschichte der Kreuzzuge (ii ed., 
Berlin, 1891). Michaud : Histoire des Croisades t 7 vols. (Paris, 
1819). Migne : Didionnaire des Croisades (Paris, 1852). 

H. Prutz : Kultur geschichte der Kreuzzuge (Berlin, 1883). 

G. Schlumberger : Les Principautes Franques du Levant (Paris, 
1877). La Croisade de Constantinople (Bibliotheque des chefs- 
d’ceuvre, Paris, Berche et Tralin, 1880). 
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CHAPTER VIII 

UNDER THE TURK 

E. Pears : The Destruction of the Greek Empire (Longmans, 
19 <> 3 )- 

For this chapter and for all the following ones I have chiefly 
used A. Diomede Kyriakos : ’EraX^iaorucj) 'Itrropla (Athens, 
Anestes Konstantinides, 1898. 3 vols.), vol. iii. M. Kyriakos is 
a typical example of the Greek who has studied in Germany. 
He heard Hase at Jena, and is now Professor of Church History 
at the University of Athens. His book is an adaptation of 
German methods in Greek : it is interesting throughout, 
especially in the third volume, which contains the history of 
his Church since 1453. For Turkish law see H. Grimme : 
Mohammed , II System der koranischen Theologie (Munster, 1895), 
E. von Miilinen : Die lateinische Kirche im Turkischen Reich 
(Berlin, ed. 2, 1903 — an exceedingly valuable little book that 
contains much more than its title promises). For the general 
history, Hammer : Gesch. des osmanischen Reiches (ed. ii in 4 vols. 
1834-1836), and De la Jonquiere : Hist, de V Empire ottoman (ed. 
ii. Paris, Hachette, 1897). 



CHAPTER IX 

ORTHODOX THEOLOGY 

Besides Kyriakos (op. cit.), Ph. Meyer : Die theologische Lit - 
teratur der griechischen Kirche im XVI Jahrhundert (Leipzig, 
Dieterich, 1899). Acta et scripta theologorum Wirtembergensium 
et Patriarchs Constantinopolitani D. Hieremice (Wittenberg, 

1584)- 

P. Renaudin : Lutheriens et Grecs-Orthodoxes (Paris, Bloud, 1903). 
G. Williams : The Orthodox and the Non-jurors (Rivingtons, 
1868). 

Birkbeck : Russia and the English Church during the last Fifty 
Years (London, 1895). This is one of the books published 
by the Eastern Church Association. 
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J. Wordsworth : The Church of England and the Eastern Patri- 
archates (Oxford, Parker, 1902). He thinks Lukaris was 
murdered by the Jesuits ! 

A. Bulgakoff : The Question of Anglican Orders (translated by 
W. J. Birkbeck, London, S.P.C.K., for the Church His- 
torical Society, 1899). 

G. B. Howard : The Schism between the Oriental and Western 
Churches (London, Longmans, 1892). 

A. Pichler : Der Patriarch Cyril Lukaris und seine Zeit (Munich, 
1862). 



CHAPTER X 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH 

I name here several books that treat of the Orthodox Church 
in general. 

J. Mason Neale : History oj the Holy Eastern Church (London, 
1850) is incomplete. It contains a general introduction and 
history of the Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, and Jeru- 
salem only. There is no account of the schism. Dr. Neale’s 
work was useful inasmuch as it, almost for the first time, 
made the Eastern Churches known to English people. But 
it is in no way scientific. His object is always edification 
and the promotion of union with these Churches rather than 
critical accuracy. He is absurdly flattering to every one who 
was “ Orthodox,” absurdly unjust to Copts, Jacobites, &c. He 
seems to conceive the supremacy of Constantinople all over 
the East as the primitive ideal. In any case this book must 
now be considered as having been superseded. 

A. P. Stanley : Lectures on the History of the Eastern Church 
(London, 1861) is still sometimes quoted. It was never of 
any value. 

F. Kattenbusch : Lehrbuch der vergleichenden Konfessionskunde 
(Freiburg, Mohr, i, Die orthodoxe anaiolische Kirche t 1892). This 
is by far the most important work of all now on the subject. 
The history, development, politics, divisions, dogma, hierarchy, 
rites and devotions of the Orthodox Church are discussed at 
length with every detail that could be desired, and with 
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accurate references. There are also superb bibliographies. 
The author is a Lutheran who has no interest in any side, but 
is always scrupulously exact and impartial. It is the book that 
should be studied by every one who wishes to know more 
about the subject. 

H. J. Schmitt : Kritische geschichte der neugriechischen u. der 
russischen Kirche (Mainz, 1854). * n spite of its title this is not a 
critical history, but a book of controversy chiefly directed against 
the Holy Synods that now govern many Orthodox Churches. 

I. Silbernagl : Vetfassung und gegenwartiger Bestand samtlicher 
Kirchen des Orients (Regensburg, Manz, ii ed., 1904). An 
accurate and very valuable account of the constitution, hierarchy, 
numbers, revenues and political rights of all Eastern Churches. 

Etudes preparatories au pelerinage eucharistique en Terre sainte 
(Paris, Bonne Presse, 1893). 

A. L. Hickmann : Karte der Verbreitungsgebiete der Religionen 
in Europa (Vienna, Freytag). All the sees of both Catholics 
and Orthodox are marked ; there are comparative tables of 
numbers of members. Kyriakos (op. cit.) is also valuable for 
this chapter. F. Tournebize, S.J. : LEglise grecque-orthodoxe 
(Paris, Bloud, 1901, 2 vols.). 

A. d’Avril : Documents relatifs aux Eglises de VOrieni (iii ed., 
Paris, 1885). 

L. Duchesne: Eglises separees (Paris, Fontemoing, ii ed., 1905). 
I have constantly used the Echos d'Orient , a review published 
six times a year since Oct., 1897, by the Augustinians of the 
Assumption at Constantinople (and at Paris, rue Bayard, 5). 
It contains admirable dissertations on all manner of questions 
connected with the Christian East, and always gives the latest 
news from the Orthodox Church (see Gelzer’s appreciation in 
Geistliches u. Weltliches , p. 142 : “exceedingly well written, 
extraordinarily full of news, and excellently well informed ”). 
It is to be regretted that its tone is bitter against the Orthodox 
and sometimes undignified. 

Revue de VOrient chretien (Paris, Picard, quarterly). Oriens 
Christianas (Rome, Propaganda Press, twice a year). Bes- 
sarione (Rome, ed. by Mgr. N. Marini, six times a year). The 
Byzantinische Zeitschrift (ed. by Krumbacher, Leipzig, Teubner, 
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quarterly) has very complete and valuable bibliographies. In 
the Revue bcncdictine (Maredsous) P. de Meester is writing a 
series of articles on Orthodox theology. 

Of Greek papers I have used the ’E^XiyenoerrtJc^ aXrjdeia , the 
official organ of the (Ecumenical Patriarchate, and the Nc'o 
hptpa of Trieste, which is certainly the best Orthodox paper, 
also the *A arv of Athens, which is respectable, and the NcW 
Atrrv, which is not. They are chiefly interesting because of 
their violent attacks on the Bulgars. 

Pisani : A travers VOricnt (Paris, Bloud) ; pp. xi seq. contain 
a bibliography. 

For the political situation in the Balkans see H. Brailsford : 
Macedonia (Methuen, 1906). Mr. Brailsford was a member of 
the Macedonian Relief Committee during the winter of 1903-4. 
His book is admirably temperate in tone, and he writes of the 
things he himself saw. Only in questions of theology is he not 
at home. His remark about the Bulgarian Uniates (p. 73) and 
his advice to Protestant missioners to get ordained in the 
Orthodox Church to make their work easier (p. 74) are 
amusing. But his indictment against the Patriarchist party 
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H. Gelzer : Geistliches u. Weltliches aus dem Turkisch-griechi - 
schen Orient y and Votn heiligen Berge und aus Makedonien 
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against the Phanar and its bishops. N. Milasch (Orth. Bp. of 
Zara) : Das Kirchenrecht der Morgenldndischen Kirche (ii ed., 
Mostar, 1905). 

For the rights and the court of the (Ecumenical Patriarch 
see, besides Silbernagl, Kattenbusch, and Kyriakos (op. cit.), 

Tevucol Kavovi(TfJ.ot wepl SievOerhvewc r&v UkX. k. idv. irpayfiarw twv 
hi ro rov olKOVfieviKov Opdvov SiareXovyTtov opOocofav yjnariavCjv , 



Digitized by 



Google 




xxiv 



LIST OF BOOKS 



inrriKOtov rijg A. McyaXci orrfrog rov SovXravov (Constantinople, 
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Servian, Triest, 1887). 

Rambaud : Histoire de la Russie (Paris, Hachette, 1895). 
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for the Eastern Church Association, 1897). 
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Palmieri : II ristabilmento del patriarcato in Russia (Bessarione, 
x., pp. 42 seq.). 

Oliver Wardrop : The Kingdom of Georgia (London, 1888). 

N. Nilles : A us Iberien oder Georgien (Zeitschrift fur kath. 

Theologie, Innsbruck, 1903, 652-683). 

A. Palmieri : La conversione ufficiale degV Iberi al cristianesimo 
(Oriens Christ., 1902 and 1903). 

De la Jonquiere (op. cit.) tells the story of the independence of 
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S. Gopcevic : Serbien und die Serben , I (1888). 



CHAPTER XI 

THE ORTHODOX HIERARCHY 
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F. Gillmann : Das Institut der Chorbischofe im Orient (Munich, 
Leutner, 1903). 

For the Monks : — 
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A. Schmidtke : Das klosterland des Athos (Leipzig, Hinrichs, 
I9<>3)- 
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1885). 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE ORTHODOX FAITH 

The symbolic writings are collected in E. J. Kimmel : Monu - 
menta Fidei Ecclesice orientalis (Jena, 1850. Greek and Latin) 
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By far the most erudite work is N. Nilles, S.J. : Kalendarium 
manuale utriusque ecclesice, orientalis et occidentalis (Innsbruck, 
Rauch, ii ed. 1896-7, 2 vols.). In the first volume he follows 
the Proprium Sanctorum, in the second the Proprium de Tempore. 
For each day he gives the Latin and the various Eastern feasts, 
and accumulates every sort of information that can conceivably 
be connected with them. There are long excursuses on all 
kinds of irrelevant matters. There is also much valuable 
matter about the early history of the Eastern Churches, the 
Primacy in the first centuries, and every sort of theological 
question scattered everywhere about the two volumes. 

The official editions of the Orthodox service books are 
printed at the sign of the Phoenix at Venice (various dates), the 
corresponding Uniate books at the Roman Propaganda Press. 

J. Goar, O.P. : Euchologion sive Rituale Grcecorum (ii ed., Venice, 
folio, 1720) is the text with very discursive notes and illustra- 
tions. This is still the standard work of reference for all 
Greek rites. 

Besides Brightman and Renaudot (op. cit .) : — 

J. M. Neale : The Liturgies of S . Mark , S. James , S. Clement , 
S. Chrysostom , S. Basil (London, Hays, 1875, in Greek, also 
another volume : The Translations of the Primitive Liturgies 
of S. Mark , &c.). 

J. N. W. B. Robertson : The Divine Liturgies of our Fathers 
among the Saints , John Chrysostom , Basil the Great , with 
that of the Presanctified (London, Nutt, 1894), in Greek and 
English. It also contains the Hesperinos and various other 
prayers, but has no sort of table of contents nor index. 

C. Charon : Les saintes et divines Liturgies de nos Saints Peres t 
Jean Chrysostome, Basile le Grand et Gregoire le Grand (in 
French, Beirut, Coury, 1904 — the Uniate use). 

R. Storf : Die griechischen Liturgien der hlgen Jakohus , Markus y 
Basilius und Chrysostomus (Kempten, Kosel, 1877, v °l- 4 1 °* 
Thalhofer’s Bibliothek der Kirchenvdter) } in German, with 
useful notes. 
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German ( Euchologion , Vienna, Zamarski, 1861, other books 
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L. Clugnet : Dictionnaire grec-frangais des notns liturgiques en 
usage dans V Eglise grecque (Paris, Picard, 1895).' 
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P. Michel : V Orient et Rome , Etude sur V Union (ii ed., Paris, 
Lecoffre, 1895). 
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THE ORTHODOX EASTERN 
CHURCH 

The history of the Eastern Churches begins at the time of the 
Apostles. The native Christians of Jerusalem, Cyprus, Greece, 
the few communities still left in Antioch, or scattered through 
Asia Minor have not now much to boast of, in comparison with 
the far greater and more flourishing Churches of Western 
Europe ; but they remember with just pride that the Gospef 
was preached to their fathers, not by unknown missionaries of 
the fourth or fifth centuries, not even by saints sent out from 
the great Roman Church, but by the Apostles themselves, 
and they read the names of their cities and of their first 
bishops in the pages of the New Testament. And during 
the first six centuries at least, these Churches play a leading 
part in the general history of Christianity. It was in the 
East that the great heresies arose, their chief opponents were 
Eastern bishops, and it was in the East that the first eight 
general councils were held. To write a history of any of the 
Eastern Churches during these earlier centuries then, would be~~ 
only to tell over again the most important facts of general Church 
history. We will therefore pass over the great public events that 
are commonly known, and be content with an account of the 
domestic affairs of the most important of these Churches, that 
of the great body of Christians who remained Orthodox after 
the Nestorian and Monophysite heresies, over whom the 
Patriarchs of Constantinople gradually managed to assume the 

2 
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INTRODUCTION 



leadership, and who fell into schism with that see in the 9th 
and nth centuries. This is the communion that calls itself 
the Orthodox Church. 

Such an account will fall naturally into four parts, treating 
of : I. The period before the Great Schism, that is during the 
first eight centuries. II. The Story of the Schism. III. From 
the Schism to Modem iTimes. IV. The Orthodox Church at 
the Present Time. 
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PART I 

THE ORTHODOX EASTERN CHURCH BEFORE 
THE SCHISM 
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In this first part we may divide our account of the facts that 
most interest Catholics into three chapters : (i) Of the develop- 
ment of the order of the Hierarchy, and of the rise of the great 
Patriarchates. (2) Of their relations to the Latin Churches, and 
especially of their relation to the Roman Church. (3) Of their 
faith and liturgies during these eight centuries. 
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CHAPTER I 



THE GREAT PATRIARCHATES 

When the Apostles were all dead, and when the extraordinary 
offices of Prophets, Evangelists, Doctors, &c. (Eph. iv. n ; 
i Cor. xii. 28), had gradually disappeared, we find that there 
remains a fixed hierarchy in each local Church. This hierarchy 
consists of the three fundamental orders of Bishops, Priests, 
and Deacons. In each city where there was a Christian 
community the Bishop “ presided in the place of God” 1 in 
the town and in the country round. Assisting him in the 
liturgy and as a council, was a college of priests “ in the place 
of a Senate of Apostles,” 2 and then came the Deacons u who 
are entrusted with the ministry of Jesus Christ ” 3 to preach, 
catechize, baptize, and take care of the poor. This hierarchy 
is fully developed in the 1st century. The letters of St. 
Ignatius, the martyr-bishop of Antioch (f c. 107), are full of 
allusions to the three-fold order. 11 Let every one reverence 
the Deacons as Jesus Christ, so also the Bishop who is the 
type of the Father, and the Priests as the Senate of God and 
Council of the Apostles.” 4 And, as far as the inner organiza- 
tion of each community was concerned, this hierarchy was 
sufficients 

1 Ign. ad Magn. vi. 1. 9 Ibid. 3 Ibid. 4 Ad Trail, iii. 1. 

s The only serious difficulty against the monarchical government of each 
diocese in the early Church is that St. Jerome (331-420) in one or two places 
(in Ep. ad Tit. i. 5 ; Ep. 146, ad Evangelum) says that a priest is the same as 
a bishop ; that before the devil had sown discords among the faithful the 
Churches were governed by a council of priests ; that bishops owe their 
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But a further organization arranged the relations of the 
bishops to each other ; and from the beginning we find 
some bishops exercising jurisdiction over their fellow bishops 
beyond the boundaries of their own dioceses. Now the most 
important example of the authority of one bishop over others 
is the universal jurisdiction exercised by the Bishop of Rome 
over the whole Catholic Church. But this question has been 
so often discussed, the evidences of the Roman Primacy during 
the first centuries have been so often produced, that we need 
not dwell upon them again here. We see the Roman Church 
in the ist century sternly commanding the Christians of 
Corinth (a city far away from her own diocese) to receive 
back their lawful ecclesiastical superiors, and concluding with 
just such words as a Pope would use to-day : “ If they do 
not obey what he (God) says through us, let them know 
that they will be involved in no small crime and danger, but 
we shall be innocent of this sin.” 1 We hear St. Ignatius 
greeting the " Presiding Church in the place of the Roman 
land,” as the “ president of the bond of love.” 2 We know that 
the Greek Bishop of Lyons, St. Irenaeus ( f 202), finding it 
too long to count up all the Churches, is content to quote 
against heretics u the greatest, most ancient and best known 
Church, founded and constituted by the two most glorious 
Apostles, Peter and Paul, at Rome,” because u every Church, 

superiority over priests rather to custom than to our Lord’s institution. 
Against this notice : (1) St. Jerome is much too late to be of any value as 
a witness. Centuries before his time we find monarchical episcopacy every- 
where set up, everywhere accepted as a divine institution. (2) He wrote at 
the time of a quarrel between the priests of Alexandria and their bishop, in 
which he, himself only a priest, with his usual vehemence, took the side of 
his own order. (3) He in many other places plainly shows his consent in 
this question with the rest of the Christian world, e.g ., “ Without leave of the 
bishop, neither priest nor deacon may baptize” (c. Lucif. n. 9); “What 
Aaron, his sons, and the Levites were in the temple, that are bishops, priests, 
and deacons in the Church ” (Ep. 146). Even in the heat of the Alexandrine 
quarrel he asks : “What does a bishop do more than a priest, except to 
ordain f ” (ibid.). Which is, of course, what makes all the difference. 

1 1 Clem, ad Cor. 59, 1, 2. 

3 Ad Rom. Sal. These translations are not admitted by every one, but 
Funk’s defence of them (Pp. Apost. ad loc. and Kirchengesch. Abhdlgen. i. 1)* 
seems conclusive. 
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that is, the faithful from all parts, most agree with (or 'go to ’) 1 
this Church on account of her mightier rule, and in her the 
tradition of the Apostles has always been kept by those who 
are from all sides.” He then draws up the list of Popes from 
St Peter to Eleutherius (177-189) his contemporary. 2 But 
this authority of the Pope belongs to general Church History : 
and we shall come later to the evidence of the great Greek 
Fathers for it. Now we are chiefly concerned with the other 
cases of superior jurisdiction, especially among Eastern bishops. 

From the beginning we find the bishops of the more important 
sees, of the chief towns of provinces for instance, exercising 
jurisdiction over the neighbouring Churches. There is no 
reason to suppose that this right had been formally handed 
over to them, still less was the arrangement an imitation of the 
Roman civil jurisdiction, at any rate in this first period. The 
reason of their authority was a very simple and a very natural 
one. It was to the great central cities that the Gospel had first 
been brought, it was from them that the faith had spread 
through the country around. The bishops of the chief towns 
ruled then over the oldest sees, in many cases they traced their 
line back to one of the Apostles, they had sent out missionaries 
to the neighbouring villages, and, when the time came to 
set up other sees near them, they naturally ordained the 
new bishops. Now the right or the custom of ordaining 
another bishop was for many centuries looked upon as involving 
a sort of vague jurisdiction over him. It produced the rela- 
tionship of a “ Fatherhood in Christ” ; the new bishop looked 
up to his consecrator with gratitude and with filial piety .3 So 
before there was any formal legislation on the subject, the 
bishops and faithful of each province naturally looked upon the 
bishop of the oldest Church in the neighbourhood, from whom 

x “ Convenire ” =avppaivuv (but the Greek is lost.) It seems impossible to 
settle which meaning is right : the word means either. Stieren (Op. omnia 
Irenaei, Leipzig, 1849), who has certainly no prejudice in favour of Rome, 
declares for “ to agree with.” 

• There is a careful examination of this famous passage (adv. Haer. Ill, 3) 
in Wilmer’s De Christi Ecclesia (Regensburg, 1897), pp. 218, seq. 

3 We shall see throughout our history how important the right to con- 
secrate the bishops of any country was considered. 
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they had received the faith and holy orders, who was the con- 
necting link between them and the Apostles, as their natural 
chief. They appealed to him in disputes, they followed his 
liturgical use, and they found it natural that, if there was a 
scandal among them, he should come to put it right. These 
c central bishops were what we call Metropolitans or Archbishops . x 
Thus, Carthage was the head of the African Church, Alexandria 
of Egypt, Antioch of Syria, Ephesus of Asia, Heraclea of 
Thrace, &c. These metropolitans visited the sees around, 
ordained the bishops and, when synods began to be called, they 
summoned them and presided over them. But the organiza- 
tion went further. Just as several bishops were joined 
under one metropolitan, so the chief metropolitan of a country 
stood as the head of his fellows. These chief metropolitans 
were in some cases afterwards called Exarchs ; three of them 
long before the Council of Nicaea stand out from all others as 
the three first bishops of Christendom. These three are the 
Bishops of Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch. The name Patri- 
archy like nearly all ecclesiastical titles, was at first used more 
vaguely ; even as late as the 4th century, it is still applied to 
any specially venerable bishop. 2 Several reasons combined to 
give these three Patriarchs (we may already call them by what 
eventually became their special title) the first three places. 
Rome was of course always the first see, and both the others 
also claimed a descent from the Prince of the Apostles, St. 
Peter ; Antioch was where he had first sat, Alexandria was 
considered as having been founded by him through his disciple, 
St. Mark. Moreover these three bishops stood at the head of 
three sharply divided lands ; Rome stood for Italy and for all 

z The name Metropolitan is first used as their specific title in the 4th 
century (Metropolis is the chief town of a Roman province). About the 
same time appear the synonyms Exarch and Archbishop. Since the 9th 
century Archbishop has become the regular name in the West, while in the 
East they are still called Metropolitans. The name Exarch has since 
changed its meaning : C/. Aichner : Comp. iurisCan . (Brixen, 1900), pp. 385, seq. 

a St. Gregory Naz. (f c. 390) says : “ The older bishops or, to speak more 
suitably, the patriarchs ” (Orat. 42, 23). The name is here only an applica- 
tion from the Old Testament, just as deacons were called Levites. In the 
West as late as the 6th century, we find Celidonius, Bishop of Besangon, 
called “ the venerable Patriarch ” (Acta SS. Febr. Ill, 742 — Vita Romani, 2). 
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the Latin-speaking West, that she was gradually converting ; 
Alexandria was the capital of the old kingdom of Egypt, which 
through all changes had kept its own language (Coptic was 
spoken there till the Arab conquest) and individuality ; and 
Antioch was the head of Syria. Lastly, before Constantinople 
was built, these three were the three most important towns in 
the Empire. So when the first general council met at Nicaea 
in 325 it only confirmed what had already long been recognized : 
“ Let the ancient custom be maintained in Egypt, Libya and 
the Pentapolis, that the Bishop of Alexandria have authority 
over all these places, just as is the custom for the Bishop in 
Rome. In the same way in Antioch and the other provinces 
the Churches shall keep their rights ” (Can. 6 Nic.). x The Canon 
goes on to say that if any one becomes a bishop without the 
knowledge of his metropolitan " this great synod declares that 
it is not meet for such a one to be a bishop.” 

This, then, is the first stage of the development. When the 
Fathers of Nicaea met, on every side were metropolitans ruling 
over provinces of suffragan bishops, and, high above all others, 
stood the three great Patriarchs of Rome, Alexandria, and 
Antioch. 

It will be convenient to add here something about these three 
greatest sees. 

1. Rome. 

We must first of all carefully distinguish the patriarchal 
dignity and rights from those the Pope has as Vicar of Christ 
and visible Head of the whole Catholic Church, that is, from 
his Papal rights. The distinction is really quite a simple one. 
The Pope is, and his predecessors always have been (1) Bishop 
of Rome ; (2) Metropolitan of the Roman Province ; (3) Primate 
of Italy ; (4) Patriarch of the West ; (5) Supreme Pontiff of the 
Catholic Church. Each of these titles involved different rights 
and different relations to the faithful : to the citizens of his own 
city he is Bishop, Metropolitan, Primate, Patriarch, and Pope 
all in one ; to us in England he is neither local bishop, nor 
metropolitan, nor primate, but Patriarch and Pope ; to Catholics 
1 In our Corpus Iuris Can. D. 65, c. 6 # 
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